19 a (Yeru) YATI 


sai 
(IOGAN) 


Islam and the West (Specific Study of Dr. Ghazi's Thoughts) 


Baz 
u Ny xk 


Abstract: 

The comparative study of civilizations, their conflicts, clashes and 
their harmony are the significant issues of this era. It's a reality 
that in the present clash of civilizations, Islam is being pushed to a 
tight corner. The Islamic world today is facing severe challenges 
and odd circumstances in maintaining their vital values and re- 
establishing their identity and gaining their due place in the 
modern world because some of the western thinkers believe that 
after demolishing the Soviet Union, their next encounter would be 
with the ideology of Islam. In this situation, the comparison of 
civilizations and their comprehension has acquired a significant 
place and it is necessary to highlight the essential elements of 
various civilizations in such a way that they can sustain their 
individuality and the misunderstandings among them may be 
removed to create a peaceful atmosphere which is based on love, 
mutual tolerance, co-existence and the supremacy of basic human 
rights so that the world may return to the merger of various 
civilizations and harmony among different religions. 

Allama Iqbal is the thinker who has shown extraordinary depth in 
his approach towards the study of Islam and the western world, 
highlighting their differences and the traditions, points and levels 
of their merger and harmony with a balanced and impartial 
approach. It's necessary to comprehend Iqbal's ideas keeping in 
view the history of Islam and the western world, the current 
demands of the present age and considering organized, solid, 
argumentative analysis in an objective way revealing the soul of 
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Islam and the spirit of the west in context of Iqbal's philosophy so 
that the modern world can move towards a peaceful and creative 
situation. 

Dr. Mehmood Ahmad Ghazi was the realization of Iqbal's dream. 
He is simultaneously an educationist, a great researcher and an 
illustrator and interpreter of the Holy Quran and narrator of 
Hadiths. His personality was equally well versed in Islamic art 
and learning and all their offshoot disciplines. It's the trait of his 
personality that in spite of travelling far and wide and having done 
a vast study, he is not impressed at all except by the ideology of 
Islam. He has very successfully passed on the ancient heritage to 
its modern heirs with honesty, skill and sagacity. Here an effort 
has been made to present a review of his views where he has 
propounded a critical, analytical and scholarly analysis of the 


western world. 
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